AsTronomy Pre-Level 1

Spring 2012

INSTRUCTOR: 
Dr. Sedelia Rodriguez

Email: sedelia509@gmail.com 
Course Materials:

Pre-Level I Astronomy Student Text 
Pre-Level I Astronomy Teacher’s Manual 
Pre-Level I Astronomy Lab Workbook 
On-Line Classes: 

Lectures for each week will consist of the following: 

· A live lecture covering the basics of Astronomy will be covered throughout the course. We will discuss early forms of Astronomy; the tools used by Astronomers, the Earth and its surrounding planets, plus our galaxy and the Universe.  The live lectures will be given on Tuesday at 4:00 pm Mountain Standard Time.  These lectures will be approximately 15-25 minutes in length. In addition, there will be some discussion about the Lab assignment for the week. 
· A live question and answer session where students can ask about the lecture material and can discuss their lab findings. Students are encouraged to email their questions at least one day in advance.  These sessions will be held on Fridays at 4:30 pm Mountain Standard Time. These sessions will be approximately 15-25 minutes in length.  
· Each week you will receive an email reminder about each specific lecture.  The email will contain instructions on how to connect to the site that we are using for the course. The site will be available about ten minutes before each lecture so you can log on and make sure everything is working.  Each class will be recorded.  You will receive an email with information on how to access the recorded classes in case you miss one or want to review material. 
I encourage you to get a headphone set with an attached microphone.  These are available at a variety of office supply and electronics stores for a reasonable price. The use of a microphone makes it easier for you to join in the conversation and discussion. In addition, this set-up helps cut down on unwanted echoes during the class. You will not need a web cam for this class. I use one so you will know there is an actual person talking to you, but you do not need to get one. 
On-Line Etiquette 
Questions and comments during class can be made using either the “chat” function or by microphone. Any use of chat or comments that are not related to the class can be distracting to everyone.  Parents please discuss this with your student ahead of time and keep an eye on the situation during class.  I am also asking parents to monitor the noise environment to decrease outside noise from other children, dogs, or other distractions. I appreciate your help in this matter. 
Homework and Quizzes 
You will receive weekly emails regarding the quizzes posted on the WizIQ site.  Please log in by name so you can get proper credit for your work. 
A Note to Parents 
I encourage you to be a part of this class. Feel free to listen in on the lectures.  If your student uses their own separate email, I want to include you on the email list so you will be aware of assignments and other useful information. Please keep me posted on how things are going, such as illness, other activities that cause a student to miss class, vacations, and anything else that would be helpful as we explore this class material together. 
Sincerely,

Dr. Rodriguez
Astronomy Pre-Level I Lecture Schedule – Spring 2012 
Live lectures are on Tuesday – Q&A sessions are on Friday 
Lectures sessions are at 4:00 pm Mountain Standard Time and Q&A sessions are at 4:30 pm Mountain Standard Time.
Course Outline:

Week 1 
(February 1) 

Exploring the Cosmos


Chapter 1
Week 2 
(February 8)  

The Telescope




Chapter 2
Week 3 
(February 15) 

Earth’s Home In Space

 
Chapter 3
Week 4 
(February 22) 

Earth’s Neighbors-Moon and Sun
Chapter 4
Week 5 
(February 29) 

Earth’s Neighbors-Planets


Chapter 5
Week 6 
(March 7) 


Earth’s Neighborhood


Chapter 6
Week 7 
(March 14) 

Beyond the Neighborhood


Chapter 7
Week 8 
(March 21) 

The Milky Way
 



Chapter 8
Week 9 
(March 28) 

Beyond our Galaxy



Chapter 9
Week 10 
(April 4) 


Other Stuff in Space



Chapter 10
Week 11 
(April 11) 


Review 
Astronomy I Laboratory Schedule – Spring 2012 
Date Assigned 




Experiment 


Week 1 
(February 1)  


Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star


Week 2
(February 8) 


Building a Telescope



Week 3 
(February 15) 


Earth, Moon, and Sun



Week 4 
(February 22) 


Seeing the Moon



Week 5 
(February 29) 


Modeling the Planets


Week 6 
(March 7) 



Modeling an Orbit




Week 7 
(March 14) 


Brightest or Closest?


Week 8 
(March 21) 


See the Milky Way




Week 9 
(March 28) 


How do Galaxies get their Shapes? 
Week 10 
(April 4) 



Making a comet


